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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Read
ers,
What do yo
u think wh
en you hear
 the word “
sustainabilit
y?” What d
oes 
 it mean? It
 seems as th
ough everyw
here you tu
rn these day
s, someone 
is 
mentioning
 it. There ar
e academic 
programs in
 sustainabili
ty (e.g., Ari
zona State 
has a Schoo
l of Sustain
ability). Lar
ge compani
es tout thei
r sustainabi
lity focus  
(e.g., the D
uPont chem
ical compan
y says “Sust
ainability is
 at the core
 of what  
we do”). Th
ere are “Do
w Jones Sus
tainability I
ndexes”—“
the first glo
bal indexes 
tracking the
 financial p
erformance
 of the lead
ing sustaina
bility-driven
 companies
 
worldwide.”
 Even the w
orld’s larges
t retailer, W
almart, is o
n the bandw
agon;  
on their we
b site “Sust
ainability” p
age they say
: “we know
 that being 
an efficient
 
and profitab
le business 
and being a
 good stewa
rd of the en
vironment 
are goals  
that can wo
rk together.
”
This special
 issue of M
aine Policy
 Review is 
devoted to 
the topic of
 sustain-
ability, and 
in particula
r, the work 
being carrie
d out in M
aine throug
h the 
Sustainabili
ty Solution
s Initiative (
SSI). This N
SF/EPSCoR
-funded end
eavor has 
brought tog
ether most 
of state’s co
lleges and u
niversities w
hose faculty
 researchers
 
and studen
ts are worki
ng with stak
eholders on
 pressing iss
ues related 
to energy, 
water, land 
use, forestry
 and agricu
lture, marin
e resources,
 and econo
mic develop
-
ment. Gues
t editor Lin
da Silka, di
rector of th
e Margaret 
Chase Smit
h Policy 
Center, Un
iversity of M
aine, with i
nvaluable a
ssistance fro
m graduate
 students 
Bridie McG
reavy and B
ritt Cline an
d faculty m
ember Laur
a Lindenfel
d, devel-
oped the co
ntent of thi
s issue and 
worked wit
h authors to
 see it throu
gh to  
fruition. As
 editor, I’ve
 rarely had 
so easy a tim
e putting an
 issue togeth
er, and  
I’m very gra
teful for all 
the time an
d work they
 have put in
. 
So, back to
 my origina
l question a
bout what “
sustainabilit
y” means: I
’m not goin
g 
to tell you. 
To find out
 more, you’
ll need to re
ad the Mar
garet Chase
 Smith Essa
y 
by Senator 
George J. M
itchell that 
leads off thi
s issue, and
 all of the m
any inter-
esting articl
es, sidebars,
 student spo
tlights, and
 “top-10” li
sts that follo
w. We hope
 
you will com
e away with
 a better un
derstanding
 of sustaina
bility scienc
e in Maine 
and of the p
ioneering w
ork being d
one through
 the state’s c
olleges and 
universities 
to apply kn
owledge tha
t will be use
ful to both 
citizens and
 the environ
ment.
Best,

